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ANNOUNCEMENT :     Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  Farm  News  Digest  prepared 
for  us  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     This  Digest  gives  the 
result  of  recent  researches  "by  government  scientists  and  points  out  progress 
which  is  being  made  and  important  publications  which  are  being  issued. 


Scientists  of  the  Department  have  made  a  study  of  freezing  injury  to 
potatoes.     Nearly  75  per  cent  of  the  average  commercial  potato  crop  is  pro- 
duced in  the  Northern  States.     The  loss  every  year  from  freezing  while  potat- 
oes are  in  storage  and  in  transit  amounts  to  thousands  of  dollars.    For  prac- 
tical purposes,  29  degrees  should  be  considered  the  danger  point  near  which 
injury  is  likely  to  occur.    Whether  the  potatoes  are  injured  below  that  temp- 
erature depends  among  other  things  on  the  type  of  container,  the  length  of 
exposure, '  and  the  temperature  inside  the  potato  immediately  before  the  exposure. 
Danger  from  freezing  is  usually  less  when  potatoes  are  stored  in  bulk  in  big 
bins  than  when  they  are  stored  in  sacks  or  barrels  around  which  air  can  circu- 
late more  or  less  freely.    But  individual  potatoes  vary  in  ability  to  stand 
freezing  temperatures.     That's  probably  why  frozen  potatoes  are  often  found 
scattered  among  uninjured  ones  in  storage. 


More  than  27,000,000  pounds  of  pretzels  having  a  value  of  nearly 
$5,000,000  are  manufactured  in  the  United  States  each  year.    But  some  pretzels 
are  better  than  others.    The  quality  of  the  pretzels  depends  on  the  quality 
of  the  flour  used  to  make  them.    And  the  quality  of  the  flour  depends  on  the 
kind  of  wheat  used.    Only  when  the  millers  furnish  the  bakers  the  flour  best 
adapted  to  their  various  uses,  will  the  wheats  of  different  qualities  produced 
in  this  country  be  marketed  and  used  to  the  best  advantage.  For  that  reason, 
the  Department  is     studying  the  best  wheats  for  the  various  uses. 


Seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  dairy  bulls  in  service  in  the  United 
States  are  still  either  grades  or  scrubs.     A  survey  of  the  48  States  has  shown, 
however,  that  the  States  leading  in  average  milk  production  are  the  States  with 
the  highest  percentage  of  purebred  dairy  sires.     Various  plans  to  introduce 
purebred  dairy  sires  are  suggested  by  the  Department  in  Circular  No.  6-C  on 
"Purebred  Dairy  Sire  Introduction. !I 


************* 


Geographically  and  economically  the  Corn  Belt  is  located  between  the 
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big  beef  producing  range  country  and  the  big  eastern  beef-eating  cities.  Over 
25  .per  cent  of  the  corn  produced  in  the  Corn  Belt  is  fed  to  beef  cattle.  As 
the  present  tendency  to  market  cattle  from  the  range  at  a  younger  age  and 
lighter  weight  becomes  more  marked,  the  fattening  of  beef  cattle  in  the  Corn 
Belt  is  expected  to  become  increasingly  important.     If  the  Corn  Belt  land  is 
to  produce  the  necessary  corn  and  roughage  to  finish  these  steers,   it  will  mean 
using  more  tillable  land  for  grain  and  hay  and  less  for  pasturing  cows  to  raise 
calves.    Feeding  light-weight  steers  is  less  risky  than  the  feeding  of  heavy 
cattle.     Good  steers  also  beat  common  steers  in  the  feed  lot  because  they  make 
bigger  daily  gains,  need  less  feed  per  pound  of  gain,  need  less  margin  between 
the  buying  and  selling  price,  and  sell  at  a  higher  price  per  100  pounds  when 
finished.     To  make  the  same  return,  common  feeders  must  be  bought  at  a  price 
low  enough  to  offset  the  advantages  of  feeding  good  quality  steers.     These  and 
other  things  are  pointed  out  in  Technical  Bulletin  No.  23,  on  the  "Costs  and 
Methods  of  Fattening  Beef  Cattle  in  the  Corn  Belt"  just  issued  by  the  Department 


The  continuous  war  against  the  wily  coyote  is  gradually-  bringing  that 
pest  under  control  in  some  sections.     Coyotes  are  one  of  the  few  wild  animals 
which  have  thriven  in  spite  of  the  spread  of  civilization.     Coyotes  are  very 
prolific.    Another  reason  for  their  persistence  is  that  two  or  more  coyotes 
often  hunt  together;  and  they  do  not  quarrel  over  victims  killed  by  the  pack, 
but  feast  together  in  family  style.     Some  of  us  might  even  get  a  good  lesson 
from  the  ornery  coyote* 


Entomologists  of  the  Department  have  discovered  that  the  widespread 
damage  done  to  cotton  last  year  by  the  cotton  flea  hopper  was  not  done  by 
one  species  of  insect,  but  a  clan  of  at  least  four  related  species  has  been 
postively  incriminated  and  others  may  be  involved.    A  careful  biological  study 
of  these  insects  is  under  way  and  experiments  in  their  control  are  being  made. 


This  spring  the  Department  will  send  parasites  of  the  codling  moth  into 
apple-growing  districts  in  the  Pacific  northwest  in  an  effort  to  cut  down  the 
codling  moth  damage  to  apples.     One  of  the  parasites  introduced  for  this  pur- 
pose has  become  well  established  and  codling-moth  worms  containing  this  para- 
site will  be  shipped  to  the  infested  districts. 


Progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  fight  against  bulb- insect  pests. 
In  connection  with  studies  of  bulb  fumigation,  an  apparatus  has  been  perfected 
for  the  rapid  vaporization  of  carbon  disulphide  and  is  now  being  put  under 
test  in  actual  fumigation,     A  satisfactory  control  for  the  tulip  aphis  on  iris 
has  been  found  by  the  use  of  calcium  cyanide,  2  ounces  to  100  cubic  feet. 
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The  Department  has  just  published  a  new  technical  bulletin  reviewing 
the  corn  borer  control  work  of  the  past  nine  years. 


The  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  has  made  a  survey  which  shows  that  women 
using  sewing  machines  do  not  take  advantage  of  the  various  attachments  which 
not  only  save  labor  but  help  give  a  professional  touch  to  homemade  garments* 


Six  nationally  known  economists  and  statisticians  have  been  requested 
by  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  to  review  the  work  of 
that  bureau  and  make  suggestions  for  improvements  in  methods,  especially  in 
regard  to  farm  price  analysis. 


The  big  day  for  you  farmers  to  look  forward  to,  however,  is  January  30. 
On  that  date  will  be  issued  a  comprehensive  report  on  the  agricultural  outlook 
for  this  year.     This  report  is  of  prime  importance  to  every  intelligent  farmer 
in  planning  his  farm  operations,     The  report  deals  with  domestic  demand  for 
farm  products,  foreign  competition  and  demand,  agricultural  credit,  farm  labor, 
equipment,  fertilizers  and  the  outlook  for  leading  crops,  livestock, and  live- 
stock products. 


The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  has  announced  examinations 
for  Junior  Veterinary  Dairy  Sanitarian  at  a  salary  of  from  $1,860  to  $2,400  a 
year,  and  for  Assistant  veterinary  Dairy  Sanitarian  at  $2,400  to  $3,000  a 
year.    For  either  position  applicants  must  have  been  graduated  from  a  veteri- 
nary college  of  recognized  standing,  although  senior  students  will  be  admitted 
to  the  Junior  Veterinary  examination  under  certain  conditions.    Applicants  for 
Assistant  Veterinary  Sanitarian  must  have  had  at  least  two  years  practical  ex- 
perience as  a  veterinarian  or  in  milk  production  and  sanitation  since  finish- 
ing college.     Applications  must  be  in  not  later  than  the  28th  of  this  month. 

The  Commission  has  also  announced  an  examination  for  chief  of  the 
radio  service,  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  $3,800  a  year.  Applications 
on  this  examination  must  be  in  not  later  than  February  7.    Applicants  must 
have  been  graduated  in  agriculture,  science,  or  journalism  from  a  college 
or  university  of  recognized  standing,  and,  in  addition,  must  show  at  least 
three  years  employment  in  agricultural  teaching  or  extension,  journalism, 
or  the  equivalent,  including  actual  experience  in  radio  work,  such  as  the 
management  of  a  broadcasting  station,  responsibility  for  the  planning  of  pro- 
grams, etc.     For  further  particulars  about  these  examinations  address  the 
United  States  Civil  Service  Commission,  '.Washington,  D.C. 


-3- 


^-<KJ WTEEpSTAT  E  S 
^^D"EPAR™ENT 
OF  AGRICULTURE- 


INFORMATION 


FARM  NEWS  DIGEST 


Sat.  Jan.  28,  >28. 


(NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION) 


.ANNOUNCEMENT :    Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  Farm  News  Digest  prepared 
for  us  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     This  digest  not  only 
gives  the  latest  findings  and  activities  of  the  Department  scientists,  but  also 
gives  practical  hints  of  use  on  the  farm. 

****  *** 


The  Department  has  just  announced  the  results  of  a  study  of  the  joint 
use  of  a  sales  organization  by  two  cooperative  associations.     For  such  a  joint- 
selling  arrangement  to  be  carried  out  successfully,  the  Department  economists 
have  concluded;  that  commodities  of  both  associations  should  be  sold  to  the 
same  members  of  the  trade;  that  a  high  degree  of  cooperation  should  exist  be- 
tween the  two  association  managements,  so  that  the  interests  of  the  shippers 
of  both  associations  may  be  fully  protected;  and  that  high  standards  of  grading 
and  packing  are  necessary  to  reduce  disagreements  to  a  minimum.     The  study  also 
points  out  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  arrangement  and 
its  operation.     This  thorough  understanding  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  the  association,  on  the  part  of  the  sales  personnel,  and  on  the  part 
of  the  customers  who  buy  from  the  organization  representing  the  two  associa- 
tions.    An  equitable  distribution  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  sales  or- 
ganization is  also  necessary.     The  details  of  this  study  are  available  in  De- 
partment Circular  No.  10. 


The  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  has  organized  a  complete  system 
of  milk  inspection  in  which  235  veterinarians  and  50  inspectors  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  part,  in  order  to  meet  the  sanitary  requirements  for  milk  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  under  the  Federal  Import  Milk  Act. 


Reports  recently  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  show  that  in  all 
cotton  States  east  of  the  Mississippi,  the  boll  weevils  were  more  numerous  last 
fall  and  in  better  condition  for  getting  through  the  winter  successfully  than 
for  several  years.     Conditions  were  also  favorable  to  the  multiplication  of 
boll  weevils  in  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Oklahoma. 


In  Kansas  four  years  ago  there  were  140,000  acres  of  land  in  possession 
of  pra-irie  dogs.     The  systematic  campaign  now  being  carried  on  to  get  rid  of 
these  pests  had  reduced  the  infested  area  to  21,000  acres  last  summer.     The  re- 
duction is  still  going  on,  with  good  prospects  for  complete  eradication. 
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In  order  to  reestablish  beekeeping  in  the  parts  of  Louisiana  flooded 
when  the  levees  broke  last  year,  1,000  colonies  of  bees  are  to  be  distributed 
to  former  beekeepers  in  that  region.     The  work  is  being  done  through  the  coop< 
eration  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  Louisiana  Beekeepers 1  Association,  and 
leading  beekeepers  of  the  State. 


Speaking  of  the  Mississippi  flood,  however,  the  Forest  Service  in  De- 
partment Circular  No,  IS,  has  pointed  out  that  in  order  to  get  the  maximum 
benefits  of  forest  cover  in  the  Mississippi  Basin  it  is  essential  that  public 
ownership  of  forests  be  greatly  extended,  especially  in  the  mountains  and 
swamps.     Also  that  cooperation  in  forest-fire  protection  between  the  Federal 
Government,  the  States,  and  private  owners  be  increased;  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  States  give  more  assistance  to  farmers  and  timberland  owners  in  forest 
planting  and  forest  management. 


Forests,  well-sodded  pastures  and  terraced  fields  help  hold  back  the 
water  and  so  keep  down  floods.     Forests  are  better  binders  of  the  soil  and 
better  surface  reservoirs  of  water  than  any  other  form  of  vegetation  on  the 
face  of  the  earth;  and  the  160,,000,000  acres  of  actual  or  potential  forest  land 
draining  into  the  Mississippi  have  a  real  service  to  perform  in  helping  to  pro- 
tect the  valley  from  destructive  floods. 


It  is  planned  to  dike  the  Bear  Fiver  Marshes  at  the  northern  end  of 
Great  Salt  Lake,  Utah,  in  order  to  establish  large  areas  of  fresh  water  which 
will  serve  as  breeding  and  feeding  grounds  for  ducks  and  other  migratory  water- 
fowl and  decrease  the  serious  losses  which  have  occurred  among  the  birds  for 
several  years. 


Studies  on  the  Department's  experimental  fur  farm  in  the  foot-hills  of 
the  Adirondack  Mountains  have  demonstrated  that  foxes  with  inferior  pelts,  even 
when  mated  with  foxes  of  superior  fur,  continue  to  produce  inferior  offspring. 
Foxes  have  also  been  found  to  fur  out  better  in  large  exercising  pens  than  when 
constantly  kept  in  breeding  pens.     More  feed  is  eaten  in  the  bigger  pens,  but 
the  smaller  amount  of  time  and  work  required  for  caring  for  the  foxes  offsets 
the  added  feed  costs. 


The  value  of  expense  accounts  for  the  farm  family  and  how  to  keep  them 
are  explained  in  a  bulletin  just  issued  by  the  Department.     Ask  for  Farmers' 
Bulletin  Up.  1553-F  on  "Planning  and  Recording  Family  Expenditures." 
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But  speaking  of  home,  did  you  see  what  that  Kentucky  woman  did  in  the 
kitchen-improvement  contest  promoted  hy  the  extension  service  of  the  Department? 
What  she  did  may  give  some  of  you  other  women  some  suggestions  for  things  you 
can  do  to  improve  your  kitchen.     HereTs  what  she  did:     She  installed  a  barrel 
water  system;  raised  the  height  of  the  tables  and  sink;  brightened  the  kitchen 
by  painting  walls  and  woodwork  a  soft  tan;  painted  the  kitchen  cabinet;  laid 
linoleum;  mended  a  broken  window;  put  glass  in  the  upper  half  of  the  kitchen 
door;  enameled  the  kitchen  furniture;  provided  a  drop  shelf  for  the  washtub, 
thus  giving  extra  table  space;  put  rollers  on  a  small  table,  a  wood  box,  and  a 
cabinet;  repaired  the  chimney  and  stove;  placed  springs  on  window;  put  shelves 
in  closets  and  arranged  drawers  in  order;  made  iceless  refrigerator;  rearranged 
the  kitchen  equipment  so  as  to  save  steps;  painted  the  back  porch  and  used  it 
for  an  outdoor  dining  room  in  hot  weather;  made  an  awning  for  the  porch  from 
old  canvas;  upholstered  the  settee  for  the  porch;  arranged  a  storage  place  for 
brooms,  mops,  clothes-pins  and  clotheslines;  made  a  sanitary  garbage  pail  from 
an  old  bucket,  and  an  incinerator  from  old  wire;  replaced  missing  door  knobs 
and  locks;  moved  chickens  away  from  the  house;  planted  flowers;  and  whitewashed 
liberally.    And  it  did  not  cost  her  much  either. 


During  the  past  20  years  more  than  1,000  varieties  of  soy  beans  have 
been  introduced  into  the  United  States  from  China,  Japan,  Manchuria,  India, 
Korea,  Siberia,  and  the  East  Indies.     Several  of  these  have  become  established 
in  American  agriculture.     Considerable  breeding  work  is  being  carried  on  by  the 
department,  several  State  experiment  stations,  and  a  few  soy  bean  growers. 
When  the  department  work  began,  the  soy  bean  was  a  very  minor  crop.     Today,  due 
to  the  wide  range  of  excellent  varieties,  its  culture  is  widespread  and  lends 
substance  to  the  belief  that  the  soy  bean  will  become  one  of  our  major  crops. 
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